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with substance use disorders (Patrick, 2007). However, the opposite is not the case. The preva-
lence of antisocial personality disorder also tends to be higher in correctional and forensic set-
tings where base rates have been recorded between 50% and 80% (Hare, 2003). Often, those 
who are mandated by the courts for treatment of sexual offences would qualify for an antiso-
cial personality disorder. The following case study describes Jim Nelson (not his real name), 
who was court mandated for treatment due to his involvement in child sexual abuse. This is a 
complex case, but Jim Nelson displays many of the characteristics seen in those with antisocial 
personality disorder.

The diagnostic criteria in DSM–5 for antisocial personality disorder describe a person who 
shows a pattern of disregard for the rights of others. A person with this disorder must be at least 
18 years old, and the personality style should have been present since 15 years of age. Before age 
15, the person should meet criteria for a conduct disorder. Three of the following specific charac-
teristics should also currently be present: (1) a failure to observe social norms, which can result 
in legal arrest; (2) a deceitfulness including lying to and using others; (3) a failure to plan ahead;  
(4) an irritability and aggressiveness that lead to physical fights; (5) a reckless disregard for the 
safety of others; (6) an irresponsibility such as a failure to pay debts or perform duties at work; and
(7) a lack of remorse when another person is hurt.

Psychopathy
Individuals who display signs of psychopathy show emotional detachment with a lack of empa-
thy for the experiences of others (Patrick, 2010). They also show impulsive behavior and a cal-
lousness concerning their actions. These patterns are stable and difficult to change. Although 

Case of Jim Nelson
MANDATED TREATMENT FOR CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

Jim is a 71-year-old employed Caucasian male who 
presented at the Rising Sun Center for Treatment of 
Sexual Offenders. He was court mandated into sexual 
offender treatment as a consequence of his conviction 
for incest and endangering the welfare of a child. 
This was related to charges of molesting his stepson 
when the victim was 12 years old. The client denies 
the current charges but says that prosecutors used a 
previous conviction of incest to coerce him into a plea 
bargain. Jim states that he did not have sexual contact 
with his stepson, but admits to having engaged in 
sexual intercourse twice with his stepdaughter (Lisa) 
when she was 17 years old. The stepdaughter became 
pregnant and now has a daughter. The client states 
that the sexual activity was consensual and calls 
it “an affair.” Jim remains married to and actively 
involved with his victims’ mother, although because 
of a court order he cannot cohabitate with his wife.

The client’s parole records state that he was charged 
with forcing his stepson to engage in oral and anal 
penetration as a discipline measure to make the boy 
comply with household rules. Jim denied any contact 
with his stepson and claims that the charges were 
brought by the victim’s biological father as retaliation 

for Jim’s sexual contact with his stepdaughter. The 
client reports that he had sexual intercourse with 
his stepdaughter on two occasions, including once 
when she was a minor and once when she was aged 18 
years. Jim claims that the first sexual contact occurred 
because his stepdaughter took advantage of him 
when he was intoxicated and asleep in his bed. The 
client states that his stepdaughter initiated sexual 
intercourse, which resulted in a pregnancy.

Jim has a history of behavior that might be deemed 
as predatory. His current wife, the mother of his 
stepchildren, was best friends with Jim’s daughter 
from an earlier marriage and is the same age as 
his daughter. The client said he would “help” the 
girl escape her chaotic family life and take her for 
outings with his family. Jim said that later, he helped 
the young woman “escape” an abusive marriage by 
relocating her to another state.

Jim claims to have never initiated sexual contact with 
anyone and that all of his partners have come to him 
for sex.
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